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ABOUT MORNINGSIDE CENTER

Morningside Center for Teaching Social Responsibility’s evidence-validated programs engage young
people in learning essential social and emotional skills and help educators build productive and
respectful schools. The 4Rs Program combines superior children’s books with engaging SEL activities

that explore community, feelings, relationships, conflict, and problem-solving, adding depth to literacy
instruction.
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New Millennium Telephone Game

Note to the teacher:

New Millennium Telephone Game is an excerpt from The 4Rs™ [Reading, Writing, Respect &
Resolution] Teaching Guide for Grade I, Unit 3, Listening, p.35.

Time: 10 minutes Materials: none

Begin with the traditional game of Telephone as follows.

Whisper a sentence to the child next to you. S/he then whispers it
to the child next to him/her, and so on around the circle. Whisper
the sentence one time only, even if the child does not understand

everything said. The last child repeats the message s/he heard, and

you tell the group what you actually said!

Now tell the children you’ll play the game again, but this time you
will all use active listening. In other words, everyone should pay
good attention, ask a question if you aren’t sure you’ve heard
correctly, and restate what you’ve heard to be sure you got it

before whispering it to the next child.

When the last child repeats the message, it should come through
much better this time. Did it?

The 4Rs™ Program combines superior children’s books with engaging SEL activities that explore community,
feelings, relationships, conflict, problem-solving and diversity, and adds depth to literacy instruction.
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